Capitol Punishment • ^ l By Art Buchwald 
Everyone Is Merging 
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EVERY TIME you pick 
up the newspaper you read 
about one company merging 
with another company. Of 
course, we 
have laws to 
protect com- 
petition in 
the United 
States, but 
one can’t 
help thinking 
that, if the 
trend con- 
tintuies, the 
whole coun- 
try wiflfl. soon 
be merged into 
company. 

It is 1978 and by this time 
every company west of the 
Mississippi will have merged 
into one giant corporation 
known as Samson Securities. 
Every company east of the 
Mississippi will have merged 
under an umbrella corpora- 
tion known as the Delilah 
Company. 

It is inevitable that one 
day the chairman of the 
board of Samson and the 
president of Delilah would 
meet and discuss merging 
their two companies. 

“If we could get together,” 
the president of Delilah 
said, “wie would be able to 
finance your projects and 
you would be able to finance 
ours.” 

“Exactly what I was think- 
ing,” the chairman of Sam- 
son said. 

“That’s a great idea and 
it certainly make everyone’s 
life lees complicated.” 


The men shook on it and 
then they sought out ap- 
proval from the Anti-Trust 
Division of the Justice 
Department. 

t 

AT FIRST the head of the 
Anti-Trust Division indicated 
that he might have reser- 
vations about allowing the 
only two companies left in 
the United States to merge. 

“Our department,” he 
said, “will take a close look 
at this proposed merger. It 
is our job to further compe- 
tition in private business 
and industry, and if we al- 
low Samson and Delilah to 
merge we may be doing the 
consumer a disservice.” 

The chairman of Samson 
protested vigorously that 
merging with Delilah would 
not stifle competition, but 
would help it. “The public 
will be the true beneficiary 
of this merger,” he said. 
“The larger we are, the 
more services we can per- 
form, and the lower prices 
we can charge.” 

The president of Delilah 
backed him up. “In the Com- 
munist system the people 
don’t have a choice. They 
must buy from the state. In 
our caipitalistie society the 
people can buy from either 
the Samson Company or thie 
Delilah Company.” 

“But if you merge,” some- 
one pointed out, “there will 
be only one company left in 
the United States.” 
“Exactly,” said the presi- 


dent of Delilah. “Thank God ] 
for the free enterprise 
system,” 

THE Anti-Trust Division 
of the Justice Department 
studied the merger for 
months. Finally the At- 
torney General made this 
ruling. “While we find some 
drawbacks to .only one com- 
pany being left in the United 
States, we feel the advan- 
tages to the public far out- 
weigh the disavantages. 

“Therefore, we’re' making 
an exception in this case 
and allowing Samson and 
Delilah to merge. 

“I would like to announce 
that the Samson and Delilah 
Company is now negotiat- 
ing at the White House with 
the President to buy the 
United States. The Justice 
Department will naturally 
study this merger to see if 
it violates any of our strong 
anti-trust laws.” 
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